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Hi, Aya.

Aya: (FEFETE LT SN2 SEFETE 2R & 242) Hello, Mr. Sato.
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(F ¥ 79t 5 T o Tz X 4a) You are Ms. King, right?
(B b %4%FD % % %) I'mAya.

Ms. King: (F1% TR 175, AL <) Nice to meet you, Aya.
Aya: (Z % 5 Z %) Nice to meet you, too, Ms. King.
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My favorite photographer is Urashima Koichi. He
lived in Toyokorocho, near Obihiro. He visited the
same elm tree day after day to take photos of il
When [ saw these pictures for the first time, T was
so moved. This summer 1 visited this tree to take
my own photos of it. [ was very happy to be there.

TEfE
BLDFZEANLS]
KDL RHARFOECDTOL %, ALHOLEIPIZANSE L,
W ELRBHERS-T0L0? @QLEZOAN? @BEST? @S AL 7o 7B
HHrHLh, GENITHVOR=—ZAT? OMNETL72DI? OMOTH? ®ZhZ
DHEELEAZR, EHBH 2 OMEHEIZ? WEIEo72? Wb, U xok LTEHEDELK
AHiF? QEZEIHNZO? BREHRIZ? WMOTHE? BGZIMToTATEIEo7?

WWWEEARN ?

[BLOFEHR

Tt R Read and Look Up % L7z &, XT7IZ%Y), —HAHBOEVOF0, THAH]
WTHhHX (DD@OR®DWB) %its. b ) —HOERPEFHFZ I, Thi T ) IR
AT 20 1 UARVOT, BElL TR AEESRTTERICEE -5, 00600DOW01RB
W% Ftr, (F4H 1 5 40 LA ATH L)

(1) I3 Afn&3t)

R7IWZ7%Y, —HARead and Look Up 2§ %, b9 —Fli&, HwizxXo, KXFOMR45E
EIDHFICER L TR T %, 72720, 1 XHFCRACAMSLHYZR/THEI 2 EEY L
5, 2EHIIALAAEZM o TH Xvi, $72, this (I that, these & those 2581 L (7272 L, this
summer (I3 L 72\, %D be there 13 UK A LT AL OMOEI L 2 LEZ 5,
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Aya’s favorite photographer is Urashima Koichi. Urashima Koichi lived in Toyokoro-cho, near
Obihiro. Urashima Koichi visited the same elm tree day after day to take photos of the elm tree.

When Aya saw those pictures for the first time, Aya was so moved. This summer Aya visited that
tree to take her own photos of the elm tree. Aya was very happy to visit the elm tree.
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Tracking Today’s
Tech Talk

Tokai University

Peter J. Collins

There’s no doubt about it — social media
have played a major role in the Middle
East’s recent unrest. While protestors were
marching, some of their key organizers were
uploading news updates, photos, and videos
to online forums. The term “Facebook
revolution” has been coined to describe how
this “Internet activism” influenced events
there.

I've been struck by some of the new “tech”
words used to describe what’s happening
in the area. Many of them feature the
prefix “cyber-,” signaling their connection
to computers, information technology, or
virtual reality. Wael Ghonim became Egypt’s
most famous “cyberactivist” through his anti-
Mubarak Facebook page. The government
tried to stop this and other “cybersubversion”
by shutting down Egypt’s Internet service. But
in arresting Ghonim, they inadvertently turned
him into a much-admired “cybercelebrity.”

For over a decade, events and movements
around the world have been orchestrated by
“cybersavvy” planners. The target audience
may be Tokyo teenagers hoping for a glimpse
of their favorite singer or teachers in Chicago
rallying against budget cuts. These crowds
have become known as “smart mobs”. While
“mob” suggests an unruly, unpredictable
group of people, today’s information-sharing
technology can keep them orderly and
“smart.”

Non-activists, too, are impacted by Internet

trends. In fact, “to trend” is a new noun-turned-
verb describing a peak in interest among
Internet users. Whenever I go to the Yahoo!
Website, I scan the “Trending Now” list on
their topic page. I can keep up with breaking
news on anyone in the list by clicking on a
link.

A “meme” describes a specific kind of trend,
in which an image or idea spreads rapidly
through social media. Many of the most
popular memes are videos you may remember
because a friend sent you the links or because
they were featured on TV variety shows: the
sneezing panda, the “Numa Numa” dance,
or the child complaining “Charlie bit me -
again!” Every now and then, a new video “goes
viral,” sweeping the globe in a matter of hours.
One of the most famous memes was Susan
Boyle’s appearance on Britain’s Got Talent.
The amateur singer became an overnight
“cybersensation,” after the video received over
60 million online “hits.”

While memes are one-shot trends, the
Internet also offers many “web series” made
up of “webisodes.” This word, created by
merging the words “web” and “episode” and
admitted into Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary in 2009, also has its own adjective
form: “webisodic.” The most popular web
series of last year, The Annoying Orange,
peaked at 52 million hits in March 2010 alone!

With so much online to keep us informed
and entertained, it’s no wonder the words
“screen” and “teenager” have been combined
into “screenager” to describe young people
addicted to the Internet. Whether we're
part of a cybersavvy smart mob demanding
justice or logging on to YouTube for the latest
webisode of our favorite series, information
technology has changed both our way of life
and the English we use to describe it.
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