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I hope to go to Paris some day.

I wish to go to Paris next year.
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I hope for your quick recovery.

I wish you a quick recovery.
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I hope I can make it across the
border. I hope to see my friend and
shake his hand. I hope the Pacific is

as blue as it has been in my dreams.

I hope.
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Tokai University

Scrolling through my friends’ Facebook
status updates has become part of my daily
routine. This morning, I saw that my friend
Beth had posted about her son’s homework —
avoiding tricks, and someone had replied with
“ROFL.” I'd seen ROFL before, but had never
taken the time to find out what it meant.
Turning to Google, I discovered that it’s an
acronym standing for “rolling on the floor
laughing.”

While creating acronyms is an ancient
practice, the word “acronym” itself didn’t
appear in English until the early 1940s. It
combines the Greek word akros, which means
“tip” or “end” and the suffix — onym, meaning
“name.” In other words, an acronym is a name
formed from the “tips” or first letters of a
series of words.

For decades, clever teachers have
introduced acronyms to help children
memorize trivia. There’s a reason North
Americans recite the five Great Lakes in the
same order — Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie,
and Superior - we're remembering the
acronym HOMES. We’re also taught the
fictitious name ROY G. BIV to remember the

colors of the rainbow.

Many English acronyms are familiar here in
Japan: VIP for a “very important person,” for
example, or ATM for an “automatic teller
machine.” And new ones have been coined by
the Japanese. My students are surprised to
learn that I had never heard of a CM, an OL,
or a NEET before coming to Japan. The fact
that these terms all emerged independently
from “standard English” illustrates the
dynamic nature of Japanese English.

Phrases are sometimes constructed so that
their acronyms will form a specific word.
When the process is reversed in this way, the
resultis a “backronym.” During WWII,
sweethearts wrote ITALY on the backs of
envelopes, meaning “I trust and love you” or
HOLLAND, for “Hope our love lasts and
never dies; both of these are backronyms.
More recently, the backronym MADD, or
“Mothers Against Drunk Driving” was created
to sound like “mad” or angry.

Others are more playful, poking fun at
companies or people. Jokesters have decided
that Delta, the airline’s name, is actually an
acronym for “doesn’t ever leave the airport.”
It’s also been suggested that the TSA, or
Transportation Security Administration,
responsible for American airport safety, really
means “thousands standing around.”

Social networking sites like Facebook,
Linked In, and Google Plus have given rise to
a whole new generation of acronyms. For
many people, apparently, typing out the words
“By the way” is too time-consuming, so it’s
replaced with BTW. Similarly, if someone has
to take a short break from a conversation,
they’re likely to type BRB (Be right back) or



BBL (Be back later). When they’re ready to
pick up the conversation again, they might
type BAK (back at the keyboard) or BTK
(back to keyboard).

Acronyms are particularly useful when
texting from a cellphone. Planning to meet
your friends for coffee at 1:00 tomorrow? One
of them might confirm by responding SLAP
(Sounds like a plan) or MYT (Meet you
there). Another might apologize, saying that
they’re TCOB, (taking care of business)
tomorrow afternoon and can'’t join you. Your
answer? NBD (No big deal), meaning “It’s
not important, so don’t worry.” If someone’s
not sure whether they can meet you, you can
type LMK (Let me know).

Taking a test or going for a job interview?
Your friends might reply BOL (Best of luck!)
to your online announcement. If you pass that
test or get that job, they might congratulate
you with WTG (Way to go!) or OMG (Oh, my
God!). OMG is one of those acronyms which
has entered spoken conversation as well, and
omg! is the name of a website devoted to
celebrity gossip. But since many Christians
are offended by this acronym, it’s best to
avoid it altogether.

BFF (best friend forever) is another
acronym that has made the jump to spoken
English, thanks, in part, to a competitive
reality TV show called “Paris Hilton’s My New
BFE.” At the end of each episode Paris said
TTYL (Talk to you later) to those contestants
who would be coming back for the next
round. To those who wouldn’t, she said TTYN
(Talk to you never). My own reaction to her
show? What a WOTAM (waste of time and

money)!

The networking service Twitter, launched
in 2006, now boasts over 300 million users
worldwide. Each post, or “tweet” is limited to
140 characters, making acronyms even more
essential. Many “Twitterers” start tweets with
IMHO (in my humble/honest opinion) to
clarify that they’re presenting their personal
views. IMX (in my experience) also helps
separate opinion from fact. Twitters also use
IOW (in other words) to explain a point
further. Similarly, a tweet starting with OH
indicates that what follows is a quotation of
someone else’s remarks: it was “overheard.”
OH is often used when someone is tweeting
from a conference or other event.

As the culture around us evolves, we are
constantly creating new ways to describe our
environment. Is everyone tweeting about the
Oscars show you missed? Are all your friends
posting photos of their busy social lives while
you're sitting at home? You might end up with
a case of FOMO, the “fear of missing out”
many people have when social networking
sites make them feel that others’ lives are
fuller.

SWDYT (So what do you think)? As with
all new language, it’s difficult to predict which
acronyms will still be with us in five or ten
years, and which will be forgotten. In the
meantime, why not try creating some new
ones yourself? YNK (you never know), they

might catch on!
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