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Cool - an electric typewriter! My parents
gave me one as a high school graduation
present in 1984. But when I went off to college
that September, I realized that my typewriter
was nothing special; all my freshman
classmates had received the same one from
their parents! And the next three Septembers,
I envied the new freshmen their updated
typewriters, which were evolving into what we
called “word processors.”

By the time I graduated from college, I was
storing papers I'd written on floppy disks.
Already, articles were appearing in newspapers
and magazines about the widening generation
gap between those who couldn’t keep up with
new technologies and those who could. I
proudly counted myself in the latter group.

Twenty-five years later, however, I worry
that I may be slipping into the former group.
I'm considered a member of Generation X.
This term was coined in the early 50s, but
didn’t become mainstream until Douglas
Coupland’s 1991 novel Generation X: Tales for
an Accelerated Culture became a bestseller.
Gen X-ers like me became adults in the late
80s and early 90s. We grew up in a world

without cable TV, computers or even push-

button phones, but now we look back and
wonder how we managed without them.

I wouldn’t call myself a technophobe,
someone with a phobia or fear of technology.
But I'll admit to being a little technostressed
at times. People experience technostress
when they feel overwhelmed by information
technology, especially when trying to maintain
a certain level of hyperconnectivity, where
the prefix “hyper-” means “excessively.” If
someone is hyperconnected, they’re juggling
several different modes of online communication
at once. Even with my five different email
addresses, Facebook account, phone, and
subscriptions to various podcasts and online
periodicals, I'm still not as hyperconnected as
most members of Generation Y.

Gen Y-ers came of age just a few years ago,
and are also called Millennials. They’'re
thought to be far more technoliterate, with
higher technical knowledge or literacy than
Gen X-ers. Having grown up with laptop
computers, mobile phones, and the Internet,
Gen Y-ersview continual advances in
communication as part of everyday life.
They’re the first to line up for the latest
electronic accessories and gadgets, called
techcessories.

Now and again I'll buy myself a techcessory
— I just got an e-book reader last month and
love it — but I'm not usually an early adopter,
someone who embraces new technology
before other people. I tend to wait until the
second or third version comes out, and ask
friends and colleagues for recommendations. I
hope that doesn’t make me a laggard,
someone who lags behind. In today’s techspeak,



or technological language, laggards are the
last people to try or adopt a new product.
Don’t have an email address in 2013? Still
using a dumb phone - the opposite of a
smart phone - that doesn’t have a camera or
even an Internet browser? Techsperts
(technology experts) would probably call you
alaggard.

There are, I'll admit, a couple ways in which
I'm lagging a little. For one thing, I still don’t
have a portable Wi-Fi device for my tablet
computer. Wi-Fi, meaning “wireless fidelity” is
a play on the term hi-fi, or “high fidelity,”
introduced in the 1950s to describe that era’s
new stereo systems. But these days, I feel less
pressure to get a Wi-Fi device, since there are
more and more hotspots, like coffee shops
and hotels, with free wireless access and
fewer dead zones that have none.

I'm also not one of the 500 million registered
Twitterers, people who tweet messages on
the social messaging tool Twitter. There seem
to be a lot of Gen Y-ers who are tweetaholics,
addicted to sending tweets and following
other Twitterers. Perhaps they’re hoping to
become members of the Twitterati. This term
has emerged from “literati,” referring to
educated, or literate people. Twitterati are the
Twitters with the most followers; the pop
singer Justin Bieber currently ranks at
number one, with over 33 million!

These days we often hear about commentators
or politicians getting into trouble for a tweet
they’ve sent out into the Twitterverse, a new
word combining Twitter and “universe.”
Some simply haven’t followed the rules of

Twettiquette, or Twitter etiquette, while

others have Twitsulted (Twitter insulted)
someone. Celebrities who twitsult other
celebrities may get called TrashTweeters.
Some are pressured to commit Twittercide (a
combination of Twitter and suicide) by
deleting their accounts completely.

Although I don’t have a Twitter account, I
have to confess to spending an inordinate
amount of time on the Internet. YouTubing is
my real downfall; one video leads me to
another and another, and suddenly I realize
that two or three hours have passed!

If there’s a gap likely to be even wider than
the one between Generations X and Y, it’s the
one between Generation Y and Generation Z.
We can’t predict exactly what the world will be
like when Gen Z-ers come of age in a few
years or who they will be as adults. But we do
know about the world they are growing up in
now: one where 100-yen shops and gas-
powered vehicles may soon be replaced by
home 3D printers and electric cars.

And my old typewriter from college? Gen
Z-ers may only ever see one like it in a museum,
displayed between a gramophone and a
Franklin stove. And as they watch Gen X-ers
pointing and saying, “I remember those!” the
Gen Z-ers will probably shrug and think, “It’s

a generational thing.”
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