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Everything about you is my business.

T= AV g vy T —EB20014E BAE
O [HBDORK] (Life as a House) &, FikE
LM hEEZ S LEMTT,

T4 T4 VET A Y a — VIZ204F
RO EOIREHBE S, RRREEE S
EhFEd, ZOBRBANTEIAT NHREE
T, W3, 4r HO¥THHrZ LxHIFoh
9,

HEWS 2, KON ZTNED X ) R
WIATHS Y 3 =i, BRI NKE T
NCTEDLDVEEZ, 5HATVLIREZEL
T, FriLwgz@ETrz 2oL ET,

L2»d, ZORZETHDIHLVRES
FomiEE BELTERAEDRT & —/HICHET
5ZLEPRLLET. BFOVL (NAT
VeV ATFUEY) L YU —RMER
o7z, RAZFHELNTIALL Vil
FrRLENDTAHEELL-TEY, Rkt
bEDNT, RTOHBINDFETL,

WRRLYLE, Va—VIFHGTORIE
NTATE, —MHICRKEERTE) LFVET,
LHAHATLIILBED L7z LR TE
T, ARVORT Y FROMEEIREM - T
BT ERLVEST, ZLC [Rry
MDA TWE D &7 ¥ 7 ICIZEBRRZ
1Zh. ] LBESTHMPYET, RITZFOL X
Va—UNBRTIIEoBETT,

o EHEBAE AR BFH /IMEF

George: Everything about you is my
business. What you smoke,
what you sniff, what you
swallow. It's all my business.
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Sam: How do you become something

that you're not?




George: What would you like to be?
Sam: What I'm not.

George: What are you now?
Sam: I'm nothing.

George: It's not true.
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George: 1 always thought of myself as a
house. I was always what I
lived in. It didn't need to be big
or even beautiful. It just
needed to be mine. I became
what I was meant to be.

I built myself a life.
I built myself a house.
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Sunnies and
skinnies

Peter J. Collins
Tokai University

A few days ago I was browsing a news
website when photo caption caught my eye. It
informed me that a female celebrity had gone
grocery shopping “in sunnies, skinnies, and
a boyfriend shirt.” The photo was nothing
special, and this certainly wasn’t a newsworthy
event, but I was struck by the caption’s
terminology. Five years ago, it might have
read “...in sunglasses, skinny jeans, and an
oversized shirt.” People who speak and write
about clothes seem to believe that the more
neologisms they create, the more dynamic the
fashion world will feel.

Neologisms (from the Greek neo, meaning
new, plus logos, meaning word) are new
words, word combinations, or fixed phrases
that are coined to reflect how our world is
developing. Neologisms go through three
phases, the first being creation. This is when
it is “unstable”; someone has dreamed it up
and some people have begun using it. If it
catches on with a wider group, it will move
into the trial phase and be “diffused.” In this
phase, linguists and the general public may
take note of the neologism, but it is still not
widely accepted. If it is eventually recognized
as a legitimate addition to the language, it has
moved into the third phase: establishment. It

now appears in dictionaries and is viewed as
“stable.”

The term fashionista is a good example of
a neologism that has arrived. Its first known
use was in Stephen Fried’s 1993 book Thing of
Beauty. Fried used it to describe professionals
linked to the fashion industry, for example
photographers or magazine editors. Its
Spanish-sounding suffix, -ista, lends the term
an edginess which “fashionist” would lack.
The term is now also applied to anyone who
dresses stylishly, and was added to the Oxford
English Dictionary in 2010. A new word,
recessionista (recession + ista) has now been
coined to describe people who are able to
maintain their sense of style even during hard
economic times.

The term “literati” has long been used to
refer to people interested in literature or other
arts. When referring to glamorous and
beautiful people, writers often use the term
glitterati (glitter + literati). Whether walking
ared carpet or giving a concert, their fashions
may be described admiringly as fierce or
ferosh, short for ferocious. Pregnant
members of the glitterati no longer hide their
growing bellies; instead, they proudly show off
their baby bumps in snug clothes, knowing
that fans are excitedly following their
progress.

Fashion tribes are groups of people who
dress in certain ways. When I was in high
school, preppies and punks were the two
most recognizable tribes. I was a member of
the former; the preppy look was all about
madras shorts, oxford button-down shirts, and
down vests. The punk look, on the other
hand, was all about spiked hair and T-shirts
covered with safety pins.

These days, fashion tribes include



classicists, who stick to classic looks,
minimalists, who shy away from accessories
and loud patterns, and peacocks, the flashy
opposites of minimalists. And each season,
subtribes surface; apparently, 2014 is seeing
both a punk rebirth and a preppy revival. I
guess this is good news for me; a fashion
reporter looking at me today would likely
declare that my shoes and wristwatch “scream
1980s.” A more tactful reporter might call
me old school, a term of respect for anything
representing an earlier era, for example
fashion, music, or a way of thinking.

The “little black dress” is an old school item
traditionally thought to be an essential part of
any woman’s wardrobe. When a particular
color comes into fashion, it is often termed
the new black, and everyone is advised to go
out and buy clothing in that color. One of the
most popular shows on American TV, about
life in a women’s prison, is now in its second
season. lts title, Orange is the New Black, is a
darkly funny reference to the fact that the
prisoners’ uniforms are orange.

Some neologisms, like sunnies and
skinnies, describe articles of clothing that
have been around for decades. Others
represent a new take on an old standard.
Boyfriend shirts, now available in many
women’s clothing shops and catalogs, simply
look like shirts men would wear. The idea is
that when a woman wears one, she looks like
she borrowed it from her boyfriend. Leggings,
on the other hand, have traditionally been
women’s wear. But now there are meggings
(male + leggings), a fashion item that has
recently emerged for men. The term has also
given rise to treggings (trousers + leggings),
which just look to me like tight trousers, and
jeggings (jeans + leggings), which are denim-

look leggings for women. I suspect that, 10
years from now, we will look back in horror at
the meggings and jeggings of today. On the
other hand, that may be just about the time
they make their comeback!

Fashion trends come and go quickly these
days, giving rise to the use of du jour, French
for “of the day,” as in soup du jour. When
commentators notice three men wearing the
same necktie at the Golden Globes or four
women carrying similar purses, they may
debate the merits of this “accessory du jour.”
Fashion writers may also describe the new
looks as being on trend.

Further space in fashion articles is sure to
be devoted to bling. The term emerged from
the ideophone “bling-bling,” which evokes the
“sound” of light hitting platinum, silver, or
diamonds. Popularized through hip-hop
songs, bling is now a noun used to mean
either sparkly jewelry or its effect. Going to a
dinner party and need some bling? Put on a
pair of diamond earrings!

I spend little time thinking about what the
glitterati are wearing, and have no plans to
switch fashion tribes any time soon. But I
can’t help but be a little alarmed at how many
recent fashion neologisms continue to sneak
their way into my speech. Now where did I

leave my new ferosh sunnies?
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