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66 “Just a dog”? “Just”?...
What a horrible, candle-snuffing word.
That's like saying, “He can’t climb that
mountain; he’s just a man.” Or “That’s
not a diamond; it's just a rock.” “Just.”
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66 It's not going to work if no one believes
in him.
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66 And now when every new baby is born,
its first laugh becomes a fairy.
So there ought to be one fairy for
every boy and girl.
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66 Soon, they don’t believe in fairies.
And every time a child says,
“I don’t believe in fairies.”
there’s a fairy somewhere that falls
down dead.
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66 Barrie: She went to Neverland.

And you can visit her any time
you like if you just go there
yourself.

Peter: How?

Barrie: By believing, Peter.
Just believe.
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Surviving Political Climate Change

Peter J. Collins
Tokai University
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As an American living abroad, I've been struggling trying to
keep up with - and understand - the changing political climate
in the US. Usually, | can count on certain media outlets to clarify
the important issues, but these days, journalists and reporters
seem to be as confused as everyone else!

One important difference these days is that the US President
seems to rely primarily on social media to publicize his views.
He has become known for his so-called Twitterstorms or
tweetstorms: posting four or five tweets in rapid succession.

In the past, White House spokespeople have sought to spin
presidents’ more controversial statements. Spinning a yarn
has long meant “telling a tale.” Columnist and presidential
speechwriter William Safire traced spin, as a political term, back
to the 1950s. By spinning a story, or by putting a spin on facts,
a publicist or spokesperson hopes that that their audience will
view reality in a different light. Those who are expert at
spinning without lying outright are known as spin doctors,
since they seem to be able to fix whatever is wrong with public
perception.

Kellyanne Conway, Counselor to President Trump, seems to
have moved a step or two beyond spin. When White House
Press Secretary Spicer was accused of exaggerating the number
of people attended Trump’s inauguration, Conway claimed that
Spicer had presented “alternative facts,” simultaneously
coining a new expression and causing a media uproar.

Politicians have always been held accountable for their



views, and those who seem to shift their stance on an issue are
often called flip-floppers. The term flip-flop can be used as a
verb, as in “She flip-flopped on immigration” or as a noun, as in
“He did a flip-flop on the housing program.” Either way, it
suggests inconsistency.

Some politicians, on the other hand, can be counted on to
take the same stand in every interview. Do you need someone
to complain about the crime rate? Call this mayor! What about
a statement about global warming? Call that senator! This
practice is known as rent-a-quote. Just as you rent a car or a
snowboard when you need it, news outlets often “rent” a
particular politician when they need a certain opinion.

The media relies on pundits for rent-a-quote situations, as
well. From the Sanskrit pandita, or “learned man,” pundits are
experts on the topic at hand, and are often interviewed about
policy, historical background or implications for the future.
They are also known as wonks, a term that originally meant
someone who studied too much. Nowadays, however, pundits
don’t mind being called wonky; it means they know a lot about
their areas of interest.

It's important for wonks to explain things clearly, and not to
use bafflegab. To “baffle” someone is to confuse them, and
“gab” means to talk endlessly. Some politicians and wonks tend
to speak and write in bafflegab, or overly complicated
language, either because they want to impress their audience
or because they don’t know how to communicate simply.

We live in an age when fake news stories surface every day
in social media, when governmental policies are announced on
Twitter, and when spin doctors are finding new ways to spin.
But, with care, we will survive the current political climate

change - and the media’s response to it!
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